Intraspinal extradural meningeal cyst demonstrating ball-valve mechanism of formation. Case report.
A diverse collection of unverified theories as to the etiology of extradural meningeal cysts have been previously proposed. One case of intraspinal extradural meningeal cyst of the thoracolumbar region is presented in which a ball-valve mechanism involving an idiopathic dural rent and a herniated segment of an underlying dorsal rootlet was suggested by the operative findings. Closure of the dural rent with marsupialization of the meningeal cyst obliterated this extradural lesion. The ball-valve mechanism of formation and other previously proposed theories are discussed.